To the Editor:

I have watched this campaign season, listened to the campaign rhetoric and read all the posturing ads in the media, and read all the letters to the newspapers bashing candidates and elected leaders. I am writing to the citizens of Surry County to give a first hand account of what one current political leader in Surry County has done for us. I have served with Paul Johnson on the Board of County Commissioners for the past 6 years. I was elected to serve on the Board in 2002. One measure and litmus typically used by citizens and constituents in determining if a current leader should be re-elected is the adage, “what has he/she done for me lately?” I wanted to share a laundry list of Paul Johnson’s efforts and actions working along side me over the past 6 years. I recently read in one letter to the editor a question on what Paul Johnson has done the past 4 years….. Here are a few-Citizens in Dobson - Paul Johnson was instrumental in the Central Middle School expansion, the new track re-surfacing at Surry Central High School, the new tennis courts at Surry Central High School, the HVAC in the gym at Surry Central High School and allocating funding to build a new Elementary School in the Dobson area to alleviate the overcrowding and trailers at Copeland Elementary and Dobson Elementary. Citizens in Mount Airy - Paul Johnson was instrumental in the construction of the new math and science building at Mount Airy High School, was instrumental in the funding for new lights at the Mount Airy High School Football field, instrumental in funding the construction of the new JJ Jones Elementary School and the new Mount Airy Middle School; instrumental in the recently awarded construction and renovation of the Mount Airy High School Cafeteria and Commons area and air conditioning of the gym at Mount Airy High School. Citizens of the Flat Rock Community - Paul Johnson was instrumental in securing the grant funding for the new public water and sewer lines installed throughout the Flat Rock Community and Paul was instrumental in getting the new wing built at Flat Rock Elementary School. Citizens of the Mountain Park Community - Paul Johnson was instrumental in securing grant funding for the Community Park renovations. Citizens of Elkin - Paul Johnson was instrumental in obtaining funding for the swimming pool renovations at the City Pool at the Elkin Recreation Center as requested by the Town leaders, Paul was instrumental in the construction of the new Science and Math addition at Elkin High School. Paul was instrumental in allocating $5 million dollars toward the renovation and new construction planned for Elkin High School. He was instrumental in the funding of economic development initiatives and incentives to entice several industries to locate in Elkin over the past 6 years. Paul Johnson led the effort to secure a commitment from Fibrowatt to build a new $160 million green energy power plant and bring with it several hundred new jobs. Citizens of the Shoals Community - Paul Johnson took a leadership role in securing County funding and support for the expansion of the Shoals Recreation Park. Paul Johnson made the motion to support the funding and purchase of the land and has championed that effort through the entire process (despite his opponent’s suggestions to the contrary - look up the BOCC meeting minutes). Citizens of Pilot Mountain - Paul Johnson has been instrumental in securing funding for renovations to East Surry High School, the new track surface at East Surry High School, the new HVAC in the gym at East Surry High School and, most recently, the allocation of $15 million dollars for the construction of a new Pilot Mountain Middle School. Paul Johnson has continuously championed support for the Armfield Recreation Center and has been an advocate for public funding for the center and surrounding ball fields and facilities. Citizens of the Westfield Community - Paul Johnson has been instrumental in securing funding for the Westfield Ruritan Center, the Westfield gym and the surrounding ball fields. Paul Johnson is responsible for funding the new Pilot Mountain Middle School hence relieving the overcrowding at Westfield Elementary with the old Pilot Mountain Middle School being converted into a new Elementary School. Citizens of the Lowgap and Beulah Communities - Paul Johnson has been an advocate for funding the Lowgap Community Center, the Lowgap Library and the Beulah Recreation Center. Paul worked at the communities’ request to lobby NC Department of Transportation to reduce the speed limit on Hwy 89 through the Lowgap business district to 35mph. Paul made sure the Community supported construction of a proposed new fire station (Jot Um Down) and made sure the citizens knew all the details and everything was laid out on the table in the open before construction of a new fire station was seriously considered. Citizens of the Toast Community - Paul Johnson was instrumental in the renovations and construction activities at Franklin Elementary School including the new roof and library renovations, Paul lead the effort to build the new cafeteria at North Surry High School and lead the North Surry gym renovation and locker room renovation plus Paul was instrumental in getting the North Surry tennis courts resurfaced and the track resurfaced, Paul was instrumental in the funding for the football and baseball field renovations at Meadowview Middle School; Paul Johnson was key to securing/loaning County funds for new baseball/softball lights and bleachers at the Franklin Youth Foundation ball fields. Senior Citizens and Veterans - Paul Johnson has insured funding was allocated toward the Surry County Senior Center and that site and building improvements were made to the JJ Jones Resource Center as well as money being allocated toward renovation of the JJ Jones Alumni Center to address outdated bathrooms and mechanical systems. Paul has continued to support the Veterans Services Officer and increased annual funding and staff to help better serve the Surry County Veterans. Paul Johnson has helped the Disabled Veterans and the Veterans Honor Guard groups to secure funding for new vans. Paul Johnson is a Patriot who holds all Veterans and our Senior Citizens in the utmost and highest regards.

There are dozens of additional examples I could give in various communities across this county that validate Paul Johnson’s efforts and tireless support of this great County and its citizens. Citizens of Surry County-When I came into office as a County Commissioner in 2002, the County tax rate was $.64 after 4 straight years of property tax increases under a Democratic majority Board of Commissioners. Now 6 years later under 6 years of responsible Republican majority control, the property tax rate is $.58. The County fund balance (dollars in savings) in 2002 was just over $11 million dollars. The County fund balance today in 2008 is just under $30 million dollars. Over the past 6 years the Republican lead Board of Commissioners has raised the per pupil operating allocation to our K-12 school systems, raised the per pupil capital allocation to our K-12 school systems, improved County employee health coverage through the County covering a greater percentage of employee cost than previous years and re-instated employee COLA increases each year when previous Boards had cut those out of the budget. The current Board has increased its annual funding to Surry Community College. This Board, with Paul Johnson’s leadership, built a new $1.5 million Workforce Development Center; one of the first in the State in conjunction with SCC and now our citizens have a centralized location in Mount Airy to be retrained for new career paths. In 2002, when the current Republican lead Board took majority, there were no businesses in the Mount Airy-PTW Industrial Park located off the new I-74 connector, after several years of stagnate activities and failed attempts. Now in 2008, there are 5 businesses operating in the Industrial Park, employing hundreds of citizens with hundreds of millions of dollars of new capital investments in the Park. Even on a potentially volatile political issue such as imminent domain on securing additional land for the long term necessity of the County Landfill, Paul Johnson showed courage and leadership to do the right thing and put personal convictions aside and execute his duties and put the best interest of all the Citizens in Surry County and their long term benefit first. The easiest thing for Paul and his fellow Commissioners to do would be nothing and let some other Board 10 or 15 years down the road have to deal with it. Leadership is tough and at times not popular; not everyone is cut out to lead but Paul Johnson is. Under Paul Johnson’s leadership, the Board of Commissioners re-instated the annual replacement of Sheriff’s vehicles and equipment, re-instated the annual rotation of replacing old and outdated ambulances for emergency services. Under Paul Johnson’s leadership the County built the new County Courthouse and Jail. Paul Johnson has supported increased funding to the Countywide Public Library system and increased funding annually to support the pay increases for Public Library staff. Again the Countywide initiatives accomplished under Paul’s leadership are far reaching and all were accomplished with passion and the over-riding intent to keep the property tax burden on the citizens and local businesses to a minimum. 

Most importantly, with first hand, side by side working knowledge, Paul Johnson is a man who cares, a man who will work for the betterment of his fellow man, is a man of faith who will not shy away from his faith in God and Jesus Christ as his lord and savior and a man who believes Government is for the people and by the people. Paul is pro life, believes our borders and laws should be protected from illegal invasion, believes in a citizen’s rights to bear arms, believes in a smaller government and that a smaller tax burden is better for everyone - businesses and citizens. Paul Johnson is a good County Commissioner and has proven to me over the last 6 years he is a valuable County Leader and deserves to be re-elected to another 4 year term. I will be voting for Paul Johnson and urge and encourage everyone who values leadership and doing what is right to vote for Paul Johnson too. There is more work to do and good, experienced conservative leadership is needed. 

Craig Hunter

Surry County Commissioner

Mount Airy District

